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contributing to the stability of the molecule and promoting the packing 
of molecules in dimers formed by C(Cp)-H…O(nitro) hydrogen bonds.
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Piezoelectric and ferroelectric, perovskite ceramics (chemical 
formula, ABO3) are widely used in electromechanical devices such as 
transducers, sensors and so forth for a variety of applications ranging 
from smart car shock absorbers to pressure sensors. PbZr1-XTixO3, 
(abbreviated as PZT) is currently the most important and commonly 
used perovskite in this field. However, from the perspective of 
environmental protection, the presence of lead makes the use of PZT 
undesirable. Therefore, in an attempt to replace PZT and other lead-
containing perovskites, much effort has been devoted to developing 
a lead-free perovskite with attractive electromechanical properties. 
The compound Na1/2Bi1/2TiO3, (abbreviated as NBT) is one of the most 
promising such candidates.

NBT is one of the rare lead-free perovskites with A-site substitution. 
Neutron powder diffraction has shown that NBT undergoes (at least) 
two structural phase transitions on cooling. This study has confirmed 
that the room temperature phase of NBT belongs to the polar R3c 
space group. However, many experiments (in-situ neutron scattering 
of NBT single crystal and transmission electron microscopy (TEM) 
studies) have revealed deviations from the ideal R3c structure. Since 
these local structural deviations are critical in understanding NBT’s 
ferroelectric properties, studying the local microstructure of NBT is 
essential. Detecting and characterising subtle changes in structure at 
the nano-scale requires the use of transmission electron microscopy.

Results will be presented of a detailed TEM study of NBT and 
NBT-doped with barium titanate using a combination of high resolution 
imaging and electron diffraction in order to investigate and understand 
the local structure of the rhombohedral phase at room temperature. A 
sequence of electron diffraction patterns obtained at different crystal 
orientations shows weak streaks of structured diffuse scattering, 
suggesting local structural modulation. This reciprocal space feature 
appears to be associated with “striped contrast” in TEM bright field 
images. The geometry of the structured diffuse scattering and the 
associated structural modulation will be described and its relationship 
with features observed in the images will be discussed.
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We here report on the structural properties of a new series of double 
perovskites, Pb2MnW1-xRexO6. The edges of the series have been 
studied previously. Pb2MnWO6 is orthorhombic at room temperature, 
space group Pnma [1]. It is isostructural with Pb2CoWO6. The Pb atoms 
adopt distorted environments which arise from displacements out from 
the center of the oxygen polyhedron along the [100] cubic direction. 
On warming, this compound undergoes a crystal phase transition from 
orthorhombic to cubic. This structural modification is coupled to a 
change in the dielectric permittivity suggesting an antiferroelectric 
ground state. X-ray absorption spectroscopy revealed that this is an 
order-disorder transition as the local structure around Pb atoms show 
similar distortion degree in both cubic and orthorhombic phases. In 
this way, dynamic distortions in the cubic phase are frozen in the 
orthorhombic one [2]. Pb2MnReO6 is monoclinic at room temperature 
(space group  C2/m) and it also transforms into a cubic phase at 410 K. 
The transition can be understood as the condensation of two primary 
modes, G4

+ associated to the anti-phase tilting of ReO6 and MnO6 
octahedra and Σ2 associated to the collinear movement in opposite 
directions of, mainly, 2/3 of the Pb2+ cations [3]. The entropy content 
for this transition is smaller than the one expected for an order-disorder 
transition suggesting the presence of significant disorder in the low 
temperature phase.

The x-ray diffraction patterns of Pb2MnW1-xRexO6 samples (0 ≤ x 
≤1) were measured in the temperature range between 123 and 523 K. 
These measurements have allowed us to obtain the structural phase 
diagram for the whole series. All samples are cubic at high temperature 
and undergo a structural phase transition on cooling from cubic phase to 
either orthorhombic or monoclinic phases. The transition temperature 
(Tc) slightly decreases as the Re content increases. Below Tc, the 
Rietveld analysis confirms that the orthorhombic cell is maintained for 
x ≤ 0.2 whereas the samples adopt the monoclinic structure for the 
composition range x ≥ 0.5. Solid solution between W and Re atoms 
exists in the abovementioned ranges of the phase diagram. Samples 
included in the 0.25 ≤ x ≤ 0.45 range show the coexistence of both 
orthorhombic and monoclinic phases. The weight fractions of each 
phase vary almost linearly in opposite ways in this concentration range. 
These features agree with the presence of a miscibility gap in the phase 
diagram for 0.25 ≤ x ≤ 0.45.

The structural study was completed measuring EXAFS spectra at 
the Pb L3, Re L3, W L3 and Mn K edges. In the low temperature phase, 
all samples show similar local structure for each atom independently of 
the chemical composition. This result indicates a similar degree of local 
distortion for these atoms in the whole series in spite of the differences 
in the crystal structure. The local structure has been also monitored in 
function of the temperature for x = 0, x = 0.5 and x = 1 samples. No 
changes with temperature are appreciated at all in any of these samples. 
This result reveals that dynamic distortions are still present in the cubic 
phase for the whole composition range.
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