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I agree wholeheartedly with the comments of Professor Nye
(Nye, 1996) but I would like to add some comments of my
own.

Nowick quotes only the 1957 edition of Nye’s book Physical
Properties of Crystals. He thus does not mention Nye’
statement in the later edition (Nye, 1985, p. 314) that the direct
inspection method (Fumi, 1952a) is applicable to all crystal-
lographic point groups with the only exception group 3. Nowick
states, instead, on p. 77 that the method applies ‘easily’ only to
the crystallographic point groups of one-, two- and fourfold
principal symmetry.

Nowick fails also to quote important previous publications on
the use of group theory in studying physical properties of
crystals. In particular, he does not mention the books by Sirotin
& Shaskolskaya (1982), Heine (1960), Lax (1974), Fano &
Racah (1959) and Murnaghan (1951) or the papers by Jahn
(1937, 1949), Smith & Rivlin (1958), Callen (1968) and Fumi
& Ripamonti (1980).

Finally, Nowick (p. 180) quotes Brugger (1965) for the third-
order elastic constants of crystals but he does not quote Fumi
(1951, 19525, 1987).

In summary, it seems to me that Nowick provides a rather
partial view on previous work on the use of group theory in
studying physical properties of crystals.
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