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The formation of inclusion compounds, comprising host
and guest molecules, depends on the phenomenon of molec-
ular recognition. An important application of this process is
the separation of compounds in a mixture, particularly when
the individual components have similar physico-chemical
properties as often occurs in isomers.

The techniques which may be used to understand the mech-
anism of separation are:

a) Competition experiments, b) Crystal Structure, ¢) Ther-
mal Analysis; d) Packing coefficient; ¢) Hirshfeld Surface
Analysis; f) Lattice Energy

Each of these methods will be outlined, and recent publi-
cations dealing with important aspects will be indicated.
Recent experimental results of guest selectivity and the con-
comitant mechanisms will be presented.
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The structure and electronic properties of one class of or-
ganic semiconductors, i.e., 1,4-distyrylbenzene (1,4-DSB)
and its derivatives, have been extensively studied, indi-
cating the usefulness of the DSB template for electro-op-
tical materials [1]. A number of their applications, such
as non-linear optics and non-volatile organic memories,
require materials with dipole moments, both at the molecu-
lar and the supramolecular levels. These two requirements,
however, generally work against each other: 1,4-DSBs
containing electron acceptor (A) and donor (D) fragments
connected by a m-spacer (A—n—D structures) have large mo-
lecular dipoles and superior molecular properties, but will,
in the majority of the cases, result in the energetically pre-
ferred anti-parallel dipolar stacking in the crystal leading to
a centrosymmetric and, therefore, non-polar supramolecular
structure. These observations have led to the development
of a rational overall design strategy for polar molecular
crystals of DSB-type oligomers, consisting of four parts.
First, the formation of an anti-parallel stacking should be
hampered by the introduction of steric hindrance between
the molecules; this could be obtained by deviating as much
as possible from rigid-rod molecular shapes. Second, the
electronic-ground-state dipole moment of the molecules
should be sufficiently small; this way, the energy barrier to
stack two molecules with aligned dipoles is lowered and the
probability to obtain a non-centrosymmetric arrangement in
the resulting solid is increased. Third, the deviation from
planarity of the constituent molecules should be increased
through the incorporation of heteroatoms in the conjugated
spacers between the rings; the introduction of (a) nitrogen
atom(s) results in typical non-planar molecular shapes ham-
pering the formation of m-stacks [2]. Fourth, the most favour-
able conformation of the molecule should have an energetic
advantage with respect to its other conformations which
is as high as possible; this results in greater control over
which conformation is eventually found in the solid and,
consequently, its shape and the size of its dipole moment.
The results of a CSD analysis reveal that 1,4-DSBs are
statistically far less prone to crystallization in polar space
groups than 1,3-DSBs and our efforts are now focused on
developing new materials using the latter template in an
approach which combines synthetic and computational
chemistry, and crystallography. Computational chemistry is
used to great advantage, from the calculation of molecular
properties such as conformational energies and dipole mo-
ments to full DFT treatments of the molecular crystal, and
an elegant procedure has been developed for the calculation
and visualization of unit cell dipoles.
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