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Women have played a pivotal role throughout the history of 
crystallography and their significant contributions to this 
field can be demonstrated through the Cambridge Structural 
Database (CSD). 
 
 The CSD is the world's repository for organic and metal-
organic structures and contains nearly a million entries. In 
1965, Olga Kennard founded the database under the belief 
that the collective use of data would lead to the discovery of 
new knowledge. The data, and the accompanying software, 
are now used by scientists worldwide working in over 70 
countries and the knowledge derived from the structural data 
has underpinned fundamental chemical discoveries and 
played a key role in designing new materials from drugs to 
pigments. 
 
The database itself also contains structures authored by 
women worldwide from many different areas of 
crystallography. This talk will celebrate some of their 
contributions to the CSD, from the structures of Vitamin 
B12 by Dorothy Hodgkin, to structures from Judith Howard, 
Biserka Kojić-Prodić, Zoya Starikova, Kathleen Lonsdale 
and Helen Stoeckli-Evans to name but a few.   
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