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Abstract 
Many programs for science communication are targeted towards secondary school-ages (11 +), and for good 
reason as this is when students make choices on subjects, and it is vital that they are supported in their continuing 
science education.  But are we missing out on inspiring them in the first place? Can we inspire students to see the 
bigger picture of science, beyond grades and textbooks?  What if we run programs that target younger students, as 
well as the families around them?  For younger students it is vital to have strong visual and hands on components 
to science communication activities.  Crystallography lends itself very well to the former of these, but can we build 
resources to help the latter (hands on) component?  
In 2023 we in Australia and New Zealand are hosting the International Crystallographic Congress (iucr2023.org) and 
have instigated the ‘Bragg your Pattern’ project to engage younger students in patterns and crystallography.   The 
plan is that after 2023 we will have a group of established activities, a network of partners and an engaging website 
for the community to use going forward.  We are planning a series of activities, starting in Australia’s national 
Science Week in August 2022 and running through to the IUCr Congress in August 2023.   In this contribution we 
will present our plans – our focus and planned activities and invite comment and participation from the ECM 
community.    
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