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(2E)-1-(4-Bromophenyl)-3-(4-nitrophenyl)-

prop-2-en-1-one

In the approximately planar molecule of the title compound,
C;5sH1oBrNOg;, the dihedral angle between the two benzene
rings is 4.97 (18)°. Intermolecular C—H- - -O interactions help
to form chains of molecules in the crystal structure.

Comment

Chalcone derivatives show considerable promise as organic
non-linear optical materials (Uchida et al., 1998). As part of
our ongoing studies of these compounds (Harrison et al.,
2006), the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I)
(Fig. 1), is presented here. Compound (I) is an isomer of the
recently reported 3-(4-bromophenyl)-1-(4-nitrophenyl)prop-
2-en-1-one [(II); Rosli et al., 2006], in which the bromo and
nitro substituents are exchanged on the benzene rings.
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The geometrical parameters for (I) fall within their
expected ranges (Allen et al., 1987). The degree of twisting
about the C6—C7 and C9—C10 bonds in (I) (Table 1) is
almost the same, but in opposite senses. This results in the C1-
C6 and C10-C15 benzene-ring mean planes in (I) being close
to parallel [dihedral angle = 4.97 (18)°]. By comparison, in
compound (II), the dihedral angles between the mean planes
of the corresponding benzene rings in the two molecules of the
asymmetric unit are 12.83 (7) and 41.15 (7)°. The well ordered
nitro group in (I) is slightly twisted away from the C10-C15
benzene ring mean plane [dihedral angle = 3.4 (4)°].

A PLATON (Spek, 2003) analysis of (I) indicated two
possible intermolecular C—H- - -O interactions (Table 2) that
result in chains of molecules (Fig. 2) propagating in either

Figure 1
View of the molecular structure of (I) showing 50% probability
displacement ellipsoids.
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Figure 2

Detail of (I), showing the C—H- - -O interactions (dashed lines) that link
the molecules into [011] and [011] chains. Atoms with the suffixes * and %
are generated by the symmetry operations (x,y — 1,z + 1) and (x,y + 1,
z — 1), respectively.

[011] or [011]. The graph-theory (Bernstein et al, 1995)
notation for the closed loop that results is R3(12). Overall, the
packing (Fig. 3) results in zigzag (100) sheets of (I). The
packing in (II) is completely different: all molecules are
aligned in approximately the same orientation, resulting in a
layered structure in the centrosymmetric space group P1.

Experimental

A solution of potassium hydroxide (5%, 5 ml) was added slowly with
stirring to a mixture of 4-nitrobenzaldehyde (1.51 g, 0.01 mol) and 4-
bromoacetophenone (1.99 g, 0.01 mol) in ethanol (30 ml). The
mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 h. The precipitated
solid was filtered, washed with water, dried and crystals of (I) were
recrystallized from acetone by slow evaporation (yield: 68%; m.p.
439-441 K). Analysis found (calculated) for C;sH;(BrNO3 (%): C
54.11 (54.24), H 3.04 (3.03), N 4.10 (4.22).

Crystal data

C;sH(BrNO; Z=4
M, =332.15 D,=1679 Mgm™
Orthorhombic, Pna2, Mo Ko radiation

a=43.007 3) A w=2313 mm™"
b =5.9744 (4) A T=120(2) K

c=51137 (3) A

s, - Slab, light yellow
V =1313.92 (15) A

0.48 x 0.34 x 0.16 mm

Data collection

Nonius KappaCCD diffractometer 9881 measured reflections

w and ¢ scans

Absorption correction: multi-scan
(SADABS; Bruker, 2003)
Tmin = 0.315, Tax = 0.634

Refinement

Refinement on F?

R[F? > 20(F?)] = 0.027

wR(F?) = 0.058

S=1.02

2833 reflections

181 parameters

H-atom parameters constrained

2833 independent reflections
2452 reflections with I > 20(1)
Rin = 0.034

Omax = 27.6°

w = 1/[0*(Fy?) + (0.0103P)*
+0.5147P]

where P = (F,” + 2F.%)/3

(A/0) max = 0.001

ApPmax = 042 ¢ A3

Apmin = =037 ¢ A3

Absolute structure: Flack (1983),
1143 Friedel pairs

Flack parameter: 0.039 (9)

Figure 3
The unit cell contents of (I), viewed down [010]. H atoms have been
omitted.

Table 1

Selected torsion angles (°).

Cl—C6—C7—01 9.1 (4) C8—C9—C10—Cl1 —93(5)
Table 2

Hydrogen-bond geometry (A, °).

D—H---A D—H H--A DA D—H---A
Cl2—H12.--01! 0.95 2.51 3218 (3) 131
C15—H15---03" 0.95 2.46 3.296 (3) 146

Symmetry codes: (i) x,y —1,z+1; (i) x,y + 1,z — 1.

The H atoms were positioned geometrically (C—H = 0.95 A) and
refined as riding, with Ujo(H) = 1.2U q(carrier).

Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998); cell refinement:
SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997); data reduction:
SCALEPACK and DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997), and
SORTAV (Blessing, 1995); program(s) used to solve structure:
SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure:
SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3
(Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXL97.

We thank the EPSRC National Crystallography Service
(University of Southampton) for the data collection. BKS
thanks AICTE, Government of India, New Delhi, for financial
assistance under the ‘Career Award for Young Teachers’
scheme.
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