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Documentation: The user will gener- 
ally have a copy of the manual for the 
programs MORGUE and PARAM, but 
this will be supplied in hard-copy form 
if necessary. No other documentation is 
required to use and maintain the pro- 
grams. 

Availability: The programs are available 
free of charge for noncommercial users 
from the authors on magnetic tape 
(1600b.p.i. in ASCII format), IBM- 
compatible floppy disk (all types) or 
through electronic mail. The blank tape 
or disk must be supplied by the user, 
along with the postage costs. The user 
should specify whether the MORGUE or 
the PARAM version is required. 

Keywords: MORGUE, PARAM, neutron 
powder, structure refinement. 
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This section is intendeed to be a series of short para- 
graphs dealing with the activities of crystallographers, 
such as their changes of position, promotions, as- 
sumption of significant new duties, honours etc. Items 
for inclusion, subject to the approval of the Editorial 
Board, should be sent to The Executive Secretary, 2 
Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU, England. 

Ben Post 1911-1994 

Benjamin Post, Professor Emeritus of 
Physics and Chemistry and Research 
Professor of Physics at the Polytechnic 
University in Brooklyn, NY, and one of 
the leading figures in the post-war devel- 
opment of X-ray crystallography in Amer- 
ica, died of cancer Wednesday 4 May 
1994 at his home in Brookline, Massa- 
chusetts. He would have celebrated his 
83rd birthday on 23 July 1994. 

Professor Post received his PhD in 
physical chemistry from the Polytechnic 
University (then known as the Poly- 
technic Institute of Brooklyn) in 1949, 
studying with Clarence Hiskey and 
Isidore Fankuchen and others who made 
Poly (as it was fondly called by faculty 
and students), at that time, one of the 
world's leading research institutions in 
X-ray crystallography. This reputation 
was based on the presence of a number 
of intemationally renowned leaders in 
the field. In addition to Fankuchen, 
Paul Ewald chaired the Department of 

Physics, David Harker was Director of 
the Protein Structure Institute, Rudolph 
Brill was a Research Professor of 
Physics and Herman Mark, Director of 
the Polymer Institute, was ever present 
for advice. 

Ben first joined Fan (as Fankuchen 
was known to all) as a Research 
Associate. Ben's outstanding qualities 
in both teaching and research were rec- 
ognized by his being appointed Assistant 
Professor of Physics in 1954, Associate 
Professor in 1957 and Professor in 1960. 
In 1972, he was named Poly's first 
Professor of Physics and Chemistry; 
he retired with emeritus status in 1982. 
He also served as Visiting Professor at 
the University of Naples, The University 
of Stockholm, The University of Puerto 
Rico at San Juan, and the Weizmann 
Institute. Upon Professor Fankuchen's 
death, Ben became Director of the 
X-ray Laboratory. Retirements and, 
subsequently, deaths of the outstanding 
scientists named above, left Ben as 
the last of the world-leading group that 
once made a visit to Poly a must for 
foreign crystallographers when they 
visited the US. His death closes an era of 
concentration of X-ray greats that those 
of us who spent our formative research 
years at Poly will not see again. 

The author of more than 100 scholarly 
papers, Ben's interests focused on the 
physics of X-ray diffraction, crystal struc- 
ture analysis and powder diffraction. He 
held numerous offices in the American 
Crystallographic Association, including 
that of President in 1966. In addition, he 
was a member, and then Vice-Chairman, 
of the National Academy of Sciences' US 
National Committee for Crystallography. 
He was one of the first editorial staff 
of the ICDD X-ray Powder Diffraction 
File and remained an editor for over 
30 years. He served on many technical 
subcommittees of the ICDD, received 
the Distinguished Fellow Award, and 
was a member of the board from 1982 
to 1986. He also served as Associate 
Editor of X-ray Spectometry. 

In 1978, he published a solution to one 
of crysta!lography's central problems, 
the 'phase problem', when he developed 
the three-beam experimental tech- 
nique for determining certain features 
('phases') of the interactions between 
X-ray beams and atomic structure from 
an analysis of the intensity of the 
reflected X-ray beam. For this work, 
he received the ACA's Bertram E. 
Warren Award in 1982, an award given 
every three years for 'distinguished 
contributions to the physics of solids 
or liquids using X-ray, neutron, or 
electron diffraction techniques'. Indeed, 
Physics News in 1983, the annual report 
of the American Institute of Physics 
highlighting 'some of the interesting and 
newsworthy developments in physics 

and related fields during the past year' 
included Ben's work as one of the 
three items reviewed in the section for 
crystallography. 

Notwithstanding these professional 
accomplishments, he was probably best 
known among colleagues, students, 
and friends for his irrepressible sense 
of humor. He remarked before his 
death that many of his former students 
seem to have stronger recollections 
of the jokes and puns with which his 
classroom lectures had been spiced 
than of any crystallographic material 
he may have covered. Several of his 
public presentations, including his 1967 
Past-President's address and his 1972 
tribute to Isidore Fankuchen, have 
attained near-legendary status in the 
crystallographic community and continue 
to circulate in 'bootleg' taped versions, 
along with a printed collection of bilingual 
French-English puns. 

Ben often remarked that, of all of his 
accomplishments, he was proudest of 
the legacy he left behind as a teacher. 
His former students constitute a far-flung 
network of teachers and researchers on 
all five continents and in many of the 
world's leading research institutions and 
industrial research laboratories. Ben will 
be deeply missed by all of them as well 
as by his many friends and colleagues. 
His enthusiasm, joie-de-vivre and, yes, 
puns will forever remain in the memory 
of those who knew him. 

J. LAWRENCE KATZ 
HUGO STEINFINK 
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Nominations for the Ewald Prize 

The International Union of Crystallog- 
raphy is pleased to invite nominations 
for the Ewald Prize for outstanding 
contributions to the science of crys- 
tallography. The Prize is named after 
Professor Paul P. Ewald, in recognition 
of his significant contributions to the 
foundations of crystallography and to 
the founding of the International Union 
of Crystallography. Professor Ewald was 
the President of the Provisional Interna- 
tional Crystallographic Committee from 
1946 to 1948, the first Editor of the IUCr 
publication Acta Crystallographica from 
1948 to 1959 and the President of the 
IUCr from 1960 to 1963. 

The Prize consists of a medal, a cer- 
tificate and a financial award, and is 
presented once every three years during 
the triennial International Congresses of 


