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Starting point for technical 
editing

• Text, tables and figure captions in one 
SGML file

• Equations within the SGML as plain TeX 
fragments

• SGML conforms to our DTD

• Figures as tiffs, one file per figure



Editing in Adept



First edit in Adept

Abstract suitable for abstracting services

British/American spellings?

Grammar, punctuation – query if unclear

Abbreviations defined?

House style

Check URLs

Equations (in TeX) can be previewed





Page make-up software (3B2)

Reads in and displays SGML for text

Reads in tiffs for figures

Interprets and displays TeX

Figures and tables placed at top or bottom of 
pages, text flows around them

Outputs PostScript for pdfs for proofs





Checks and changes made in editing 
• Authors and affiliations are correct
• Abstract not written in first person
• Spelling 
• Correction of grammar
• Clarity/avoidance of ambiguity
• Hyphenation: adjectival phrases, e.g. electron-density plot, en rules 

used to link connected items e.g. pump–probe experiment 
• Consistency between text and tables/figures, especially labels
• Arrangement of data in tables, economic presentation
• Figure quality, clarity, size, labels and layout
• Use of abbreviations
• References complete and in correct style



Checks and changes made in editing 
(continued)

• Nomenclature is correct
• Units are SI
• Special symbols (Greek, maths) are correct
• Tables, figures, schemes are numbered in the order they are 

mentioned in the text
• Equations numbered sequentially
• Check required data have been deposited in databases 
• Supplementary material (not edited) is in the correct format for 

archiving 
• Add appropriate links to structural databases etc.
• Any queries appear as bold and underlined in the proofs



Proofs and corrections

Low-resolution pdf proofs with order form sent to contact 
author

Corrections (preferably received as an email: line 
number, correction) are made

Article is proofread one last time

Final page make-up: line breaks, no widows/orphans, 
figures and tables are near relevant text (if possible)

Final PostScript (for online pdfs and for printing)

Paper details added to the 'issue instance'


