
02. STRUCTURAL MOLECULAR BIOLOGY C-37 

sden~nes. 'fhe bases ~n the base pa~ra are not 
in a plane and are bent about the center of 
the duplex £orm2ng a pleat. A3 and A6 which 
~wing au~ are vitt1in stacking distances but 
h~ve only limited oartial stacking. A water 
mol~cule OW2 hydrog~n bonded to N(7) o£ Al is 
stack~d on top o£ A6 £arming a hal£-sandwich 
<R.Parthasarathy, T.5rikrishnan & 5.L.Ginell 
~n Bi.omoleculs.r Stereodynarnics:: R. H. Sarma., 
Ed. Adenine, New York, 1983). On the other hand, 

the base A3 of the dimer ia not involved in 
such a stacking interaction with a water 
molecule since N<7J of A4 is hydrogen bonded 
to a neighboring Al and not to any-water 
molecule. Crystals of II are tetragonal, P4

1 with cell constants a = b =_34.070(1), c = 
43.906(5le, Dobsd.=l.56 g.cm for <C~ 0 H37 
N 0 P ) . 11 H 0. Using completE· 1!nree
dlffienalgnal2 intensity2 data to the limit of Cu 
sphere < 10077 re.flectiona, 7044>31J), the 
5tructure was solved using MULTAN 80 and 
veighted Four~er syntheses to an R-value of 
0.064. All the six adenosines show anti 
con£ormation across the glycosidic bond and a 
range a£ puckers of the C3J-endo family. The 
tva hel~cal segments Al•pA2 and A4pA5+ show 
the preferred <g-pg-) conformat~an whereas the 
non-helical loop segments A2pA3T and A5TpA6+ 
show (g.~g·> conformation. The agreement ~ndex 
R betveen hkl and khl £or £arm II is 0.38 
i~ctT~ating the lack o£ crystallographic two 
£old axis. We also have collected data Zrorn 
other crystals £or which R had values at 
O~OBr 0.12 and 0.32. Wor~y~~·in progress on 
these crystals. Work supported in part by NIH 
GM 24864. 
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The molecular structure of a self 
comolemetarv DNA octamer, GTGTACAC has been 
sol;ed to 2:5 A resolution using single crystal 
x-ray diffraction methods. The cell constants 
of ths crystal are, a=~2 . .:;3 P·., c=2~. -s A, 
space-group, p4 _.. 2, 2, Z=4 (duplexes) . The 
molecule forms~ ~a right-handed A-DNA-like 
double-helical structure with characteristic 
shallow and deep grooves, but does not have the 
typical base-pair tllt of A-DNA. Currently the 
residual ?-factor fo= the reflectio~s out to 
2.5 A is 24.5% and the waters of hydration have 
still nat been incl~ded. Further refinemen~ of 
the struc~ure is in prog~ess. 

The results are of ~uch in~erest since 
(GT)n/(CA)n seauences are widely distributed in 
natural DNA {~.N. ~=ifonov, et.al., 1985, FEBS 
185, 197). Mo:ceover, -::he G'"i:G/C.".C t:ciplet 
occurs very frequen~ly in genomic regulatory 
regions, and also has some unusual physical 
properties (?. :u, et.al., 1983, J. Biamolec. 
Struc. ~yn. 1, 509). Same investigators have 
suggesteJ t~at these sequences may be involved 
in formatio~ of the left-handed Z-DNA structure 
(A. Nordheim, A. Rich., 1983, Prac. Nat. Acad. 
Sci. USA 30, 1821), ~ut in-'Ji.vo experiments 
have yielded no evidence in favor of this 
hypo:::'"tes:s {A. ?.odrigue::::-Carr.pos, et.a.l., 1986, 
S~130 5, 1727; ::).S. G:-oss, et.al., 1985, J. Mo~. 

Biol. 183, 251). Our results also demonstrate 
that sue~ a sequence adopts a right-handed 
rathe~ than a le~::-handed conformation. 
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The \.Jatson-Crick base-pairing interactions of nucleic 
acids constitute a particularly powerful system for 
controlling the structure and connectivity of these 
polymers. For many years. molecular biologists have 
formed specific linear double helical molecules by 
mixing pairs of complementary single strands. Recently 
we have shown that stable branched nucleic acid 
complexes, C3lled junctions, can be formed from mixtures 
~f 3, 4 or 5 oligonucleotide single strands with 
carefully selected sequences (N.R. Kallenbach, R.-I. Ha 
and N.C. Seeman, 1983 Nature 305 829-831); these 
complexes contain multiple double helic<Jl <Jrms <Jll 
coming from a central point. The fundamental rule in 
implementing the sequence selection nlgorithm is the 
mlnlmizntion ol sequence symmetry. 

Nucleic acid junctions are analogs of ephemeral 
intermediates seen in the processes of replication and 
rccomblnnllun, <1nJ He tlre exploring the structurtll, 
dynamic and thermodynamic properties of these structures 
from that perspective. From circular dichroism 
spectroscopy, it is clear that the junction does not 
perturb the structure of the arms. Nuclear m~gnetic 
resonance spectroscopy has indicated that tl1e bases 
which flank the junction are paired. Combined gel 
electrophoretic and oligomerizntion-ligntion studies 
l1avc indicated that a large range of ]-dimensional 
structures are available to junctions. Crystallization 
is in progress. 

Besides being important objects of study, junctions may 
h~ regarded as macromolecular valence clusters with 
s~ecifically addressable ends~ particularly if 
asymmetric sticky-ended associations are employed. The 
idea is to constrtJCt geometrical figures and N-connected 
networks, in which the edges are double helical nucleic 
acids, \\1hile Lhe vertices <1re nucleic acid junctions. 
Prelin1inary experiments indicate that hydrogen-bondect 
ho.se-pai.ring of cohesive ends con be used to direct the 
fnr:ll:ll inll or 1 inkvd cl\ISLl'rs ;!s \<Jell. It is l<JOrlh 

110ting tl1at tl1is system is more complicated tl1an simple 
valence clusters composed of atoms connected hy bonds: 
In this l<.1rger system, the twist of the double helices 
plays an important role in determining tl1e shape o[ the 
!Jrodttcts. Indeed, changing the number of nucleotide 
tJ~irs hetween junctions cnn alter both tl10 :0omctry and 
the topology of an array of junctions. l1 addition, it 
appears that the system can respond to torsional stress 
by altering the structure of the junction itself. 

Tl1is junction-nssociation system o[fers a use[ul 
paradigm for understanding crystal formation, since the 
intermolectJlnr contacts are jlre-determined: It has 
prompted the rccL~nt suggestion of nn entropic driving 
force to explai11 the small number o[ molecules 
(typicnll.y Line) seen in tl1e asymmetric units or 
molecular crystals. In particular, we have put forward 
the idea tl1nt the maximization of entropy in reciproc~l 
S]l;Jce is slrnililr Lu Ll1e expansion o[ a gus in Jirecl 
space, L\ S ~ R in (V2/Vl) (N.C. Seeman, 1985 _I. Biomol. 
Str. Dyns. 3, ll-34). The goals of this part of the 
:,vork also in~clude the ration<1l design of crystals and 
the fahrication of mecl1anical nnd electronic devices on 
Lhe nanometer scale. 

Tl1is \<Jork has been supported by grants GM-29554, 
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