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Bidentate aminophosphines comprising hard and soft donor atoms
continue to attract the attention of coordination chemists. These
ligands exhibit partial lability where the coordination mode alters
between bidentate and monodentate and back again, leading to
coordinatively unsaturated metal centres. Late transition metal
complexes of this type of ligand have been shown to mediate a range
of catalytic transformations [1] and recently, have also shown
potential as antitumour agents [2]. Expanding on this premise, we
prepared tridentate ligands with P, N and O donor atoms by
condensation of o-diphenylphosphinoaniline with substituted
salicylaldehydes and explored their complexation behaviour towards
group 10 metal centres. These were found to deprotonate readily upon
reaction with Pd(I)Cl,, Pt(II)Cl, and (cod)Pt(ID)I, to form complexes
of general formula [n3(L)M(H)X]. Furthermore, these complexes
undergo substitution reactions with monodentate phosphines, PR;, to
yield complexes of the general formula [n*(L)M(I)PR;]CIO, These
were characterised by  spectroscopic, microanalytical and
crystallographic methods.

A series of crystal structures representative of the work is
discussed in detail comparing and contrasting palladium complexes
with their platinum counterparts [n*(L*)Pd(I))Cl], [n*(L*Pt(I1)CI] and
M*(LHPtADI] and phosphine derivatives, [n*(L*)Pd(II)PPh;]CIO,,
M (LHPA(IDP(tolyl);]C10,, [ (LYP(II)P(tolyl);]Cl1O,.  Crystal
studies confirm tridentate [P,N,O] coordination of the deprotonated
ligands to the metal centres and the formation of both five- and six-
membered rings with both halide and phosphine derivatives.

[1] Zehnder M., Schaffner S., Neuberger M., Plattner D., Inorganica Chimica
Acta, 2002, 337, 287, and references therein. [2] Habtemariam A., Watchman
B., Potter B.S., Palmer R., Parsons S., Parkin A., Sadler P.J., Journal of the
Chemical Society, Dalton Transactions, 2001, 1306.
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The determination of the X-ray structure [1] of a complex formed
by Cu'? and the peptide with the (His-Gly-Gly-Gly-Trp) sequence,
which is part of the prion protein octarepeat, opened a new perspective
in the identification of possible copper binding sites. This structural
information and that coming from further studies extended to peptides
containing several octarepeat sequences and to the whole protein [2],
confirmed the importance of the existence of bonds between copper
and the N and O amide atoms of the peptide backbone. These bonds
strongly contribute in modifying the secondary structure of the peptide
and compete with the bonds between His side-chain and Cu*2.

The aim of this work is at understanding of the structure of the
complex Cu-(HGGG), that was proposed in the literature, in the
language of quantum chemistry. The coordination chemistry of this
complex is coupled with the protonation state of the peptide as well as
with the distortion of the protein backbone and intramolecular
hydrogen bonds. These interactions can be reasonably well described
within a density functional model for the electronic structure and Car-
Parrinello ab-initio molecular dynamics can be carried out through
recent advances in the field [3].

[1] Burns C.S. et al., Biochemistry, 2002, 41, 3991. [2] Morante S. et al., J.
Biol. Chem., 2004, 279, 11753. [3] Giannozzi P. et al., J. Chem. Phys., 2004,
120, 5903.
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Impurity distribution in mollusc shells of the species Patella
crenata, Fissurella, Littorina, Nerita, Nucella and Concholepas was
studied using microprobe analysis (CAMECA-SX 100). In detail the
Mg content and its spatial distribution in calcite as well as the Sr
distribution in aragonite were investigated. The Sr distribution has
been determined qualitatively, Mg and its distribution was measured
quantitatively. Oscillatory growth and the corresponding modulation
of Mg in the order of 0.2 - 1.65 weight percent was found. Patterns of
distributed impurities were correleted with shell structures and growth
directions. Nanoparticle orientations, growth directions and impurity
patterns are analysed and show complex correlations.

Structural information was obtained via TEM, IR and Raman
spectroscopy. The oscillatory pattern of the impurity distribution and
related strain may lead to an increased thermodynamic stability of the
systems which is supported by theory [1].

[1] Lee W.T., Salje E.K.H., European Physical Journal B, 2000, 13, 395.
Keywords: zone structure, nanostructures, carbonates

P.07.08.2

Acta Cryst. (2005). A61, C312

The Biomineralization of Iron Sulfides under Anoxic Conditions
Anton Preisinger, S. Aslanian, J. Wernisch, Technical University of
Vienna, Austria. E-mail: apreisin@mail.zserv.tuwien.ac.at

For about 9500 years high salinity water has been flowing from
the Marmara Sea over the Bosporus to the Black Sea, increasing its
salinity, anoxity and the amount of sulfate reducing bacteria (SRB).
Authigenic biomineralization of framboidal greigites (FG) in the form
of biologically controlled mineralization of ferrimagnetic iron sulfides
led to the intracellular crystallisation of the greigite found in the
magnetosomes of sulfate reducing bacteria (SRB) [1]. Since this time
the FG have sizes of 2 to 13 pum in diameter and show rhythmical
distribution in the sediment cores [2]. Under influence of oxygen the
single crystals of greigites are changed partially to pyrite, without
change of morphology. This pyritization may take place by
transportation of framboidal greigites through oxidizing sea water or
by influence of air on the sample. Transmission Electronic
Microscopy (TEM) of an ultramicrotome section shows by electron
diffraction and EDX analysis single crystals of a ferri -magnetic
inverse thiospinel of a composition of Fe> Fe**,S, and a cell edge of a
= 9.868 A. The micro - crystals of ~ 0.4 um exhibit {111} as the
dominant form accompanied by {100}, surrounded by a membrane
[XL30ESEM/Philips]. Each cubo-octahedron crystal is tetrahedrally
coordinated by 4 octahedra over {111} to form a 3-D array with
cavities in form of 4 icosahedra. The 3-D array of the octahedra and
the icosahedra form a super close package. The influence of oxygen
was studied by TEM, ESEM and X-ray powder diffraction.

[1] Preisinger A., ECM 22, Budapest, Hungary, 2004, 45. [2] Preisinger A.,
Aslanian S., GSA, Ann. Meet., Seattle, 2003.
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In the field of molecular magnetism, specific attention is devoted
to polynuclear complexes with large-spin ground states and high
anisotropy that exhibit original magnetic properties such as single-
molecule magnet behaviour. The important feature of the rationale
synthetic approach is the possibility that the chemist has to predict the
nature of the ground state, the size of the molecule, its shape and the
order of magnitude of the magnetic anisotropy that plays an crucial
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