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It’s been an 18-year journey from leaving Pluto for Mercury, the original to current version (4.0) of the CCDC’s 
visualisation software – and it’s come a long way, having boldly gone beyond its original mission as a simple 
package for the display of crystal structures. 

Mercury has developed into a powerful platform, encompassing a wide range of structural analysis and 
visualisation capabilities, delivering analysis, design and prediction functionality. This includes the ability to easily 
examine interactions and symmetry elements, structure editing and overlaying of structures, through to tools for 
assessing and ultimately gaining insights in different aspects such as hydrogen bonding, conformation and packing. 
This is not to mention the interactive data analysis functionality and interfacing with results from searching the 
Cambridge Structural Database, the collective repository for small-molecule organic and metal-organic crystal 
structures. 

This presentation will highlight some of the less well known, underutilised or simply overlooked features within 
Mercury, in order to more effectively explore your crystal structures and the universe of crystallography. 
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