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This presentation will highlight the doors that are opened when undergraduates engage with small molecule X-ray 
structure determinations. Inadvertently, undergraduate research opportunities and senior thesis research projects* 
can yield known structures, [1,2] or predictable results [3]. I will make the case that the real value is not a 
subsequent publication, but instead, skills development for the next steps in a scientific career. 

*Predictable or known outcomes are not limited to undergraduate research projects.
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