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The contribution aims at explanation of the meaning of Jamnitzer´s work [see also 1], especially elucidation of the relationship 

between the perspective, i.e. the method how the visual perception of the world can be mathematized, and five regular (Platonic) 

solids.  Four elements, i.e. Fire, Air, Earth and Water, have been traditionally attributed to the tetrahedron, octahedron, cube and 

icosahedron, respectively (Plato´s Timaios). The dodecahedron symbolized the Fifth essence or Universe or God´s substance by 

Jamnitzer’s own words.  

Jamnitzer intended to treat natural phenomena by combinations of the elements following Plato´s Timaios. It is manifested by 

depiction of the regular bodies and their transformations about their common symmetry elements in aesthetically appealing 

engravings. However, in agreement with the Christian creed, this view about the world goes beyond its visible part. Jamnitzer’s work 

can be interpreted that invisible world can be understood at least at part by adopting geometry and arithmetic which is a way how a 

human being can get closer to the Creator.   

Wenzel Jamnitzer´s work was one of the treatises of this kind which were published between 15-17-th centuries [2]. This means that 

his work can be considered as a representative of the culture which was flourishing at that time. Among his predecessors were such 

important personalities like Luca Pacioli/Leonardo da Vinci (the manuscript De divina proportione, 1498-1499) and Albrecht Dürer, 

author of Underweysung der Messung, mit dem Zirckel und richtscheyt, in Linien, Ebnen und gantzen Corporen, Nürnberg (1525) 

who was also a Nürnberger citizen and a goldsmith at the very beginning of his career likewise Jamnitzer himself. Jamnitzer’s work 

shares similarities with Leonardo’s illustrations to Luca Pacioli’s treatise. It should be emphasized that Nürnberg was a centre of crafts 

as well as of German/transalpine humanism [1], [3] and it seems not to be coincidence that it was just there where Copernicus´s book 

De revolutionibus orbium coelestium libri VI was printed in 1543 by a famous printer Johannes Petreius.   

The ideas which are manifested in the discussed Jamnitzer´s work have been reflected in Johannes Kepler´s books, i. a. in Mysterium 

cosmographicum or in Strena seu de nive sexangula (Francfurt a. M., 1611), the treatise so important for crystallography. Other 

examples of the applications of these ideas in architecture - see e.g. [4], [5] - and in arts - e.g. [6] will be shown. Importance of 

measurement as a method how to approach to the surrounding world will be emphasized in the contribution. 
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