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An error in the interpretation of a reference in the paper by Hammad et al. [Acta
Cryst. (2018), E74, 853-856] is corrected.

Our publication with the title given above (Hammad et al.,
2018) reported the synthesis and structure determination of a
racemic arabinose derivative, starting from a D-arabinose
derivative. As a reference to racemization of arabinose
derivatives, the article by Brands & Davies (2006) was cited. In
fact, the article contains no mention of the racemization of
arabinose; indeed, colleagues have pointed out that this
process is unlikely to occur. We apologise for this error.

There are two possible explanations for the formation of a
racemic product. Either the starting p material contained a
small amount of the opposite L enantiomer and a small
amount of racemate then crystallized preferentially, or
racemic arabinose was initially (and erroneously) employed.
Since the samples are no longer available, we have no way to
establish which explanation is correct. Arabinose is an ex-
ception amongst common sugars in that all three forms (b, L
and the racemate DL) are readily available.

This in no way affects the discussion of the structure.
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