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The XIIth International Conference on Small-Angle Scattering (SAS2002) took place in
Venice, Italy, on August 25-29, 2002, at the site of the Venice International University
Campus on San Servolo Island. More than 300 participants from five different continents
attended the conference, reflecting the ever-growing interest of the scientific community
in small-angle scattering techniques. It is important to point out that, although the
conference took place in Europe, countries like Japan, USA, Brazil and India were well
represented at SAS2002. The largest number of European participants came from
Germany, Italy, France and the United Kingdom. More than 80 requests for financial
contributions, mainly from young scientists, were received by the Organizing Committee,
which is proud to have been able to respond positively to all of them, thanks to the
contributions offered by a number of funding agencies, national laboratories and
instrument manufacturers.

The conference was opened by two memorial talks in memory of the ‘father’ of small-
angle scattering, Professor André Guinier, and of Professor Harry Brumberger, who,
among significant scientific contributions, organized the first small-angle scattering
conference in 1965. Both have passed away since the XIth International Conference on
Small-Angle Scattering, held in Brookhaven (USA) in May 1999.

The scientific program of the conference contained eight plenary lectures on ‘hot
topics’. More than 150 oral presentations and more than 200 posters contributed to the
scientific success of the event. The conference was organized in nine different scientific
sessions: biology, surfaces and interfaces, complex fluids, polymers, theory, techniques,
alloys/ceramics, colloids, and industrial applications, run in parallel throughout the event.

Following the initial idea of the SAS99 Organizing Committee to recognize the
achievements in small-angle scattering, the SAS2002 Organizing Committee and the
International Union of Crystallography (IUCr) Commission on Small-angle Scattering
decided to present an IUCr prize, in honour of Professor A. Guinier, for outstanding
contributions in the field of small-angle scattering. Furthermore, they also decided to
present prizes in honour of other great scientists and contributors to small-angle scat-
tering: Professor O. Kratky, Professor P. W. Schmidt and Professor H. Brumberger. These
prizes were reserved for younger scientists (namely those having obtained their PhD
degrees within the past six years) attending SAS2002. The scientific impact of the
research as well as the quality of the presentation (oral or poster) were considered for the
prizes. In particular, the O. Kratky Prize considered development related to instru-
mentation, the P. W. Schmidt Prize considered development related to evaluation/theory,
and the H. Brumberger Prize considered development related to applications of the
technique. A. Benedetti, P. Fratzl, J. S. Pedersen, R. Triolo and G. D. Wignall (recipient of
the 1999 P. W. Schmidt Award) were selected to be members of the jury. The A. Guinier
Prize was awarded to M. Agamalian (Oak Ridge National Laboratory, USA), the O.
Kratky Prize to G. Pabst (Austrian Academy of Science, Graz, Austria), the P. W. Schmidt
Prize to B. Goderis (Catholic University of Leuven, Heverlee, Belgium) and the H.
Brumberger Prize to D. Pontoni (ESRF, Grenoble, France). The Committee sincerely
hope that this initiative can be continued at future conferences.

On August 28, 2002, meetings of the International Union of Crystallography (IUCr)
and of the Collective Action for Nomadic Small-Angle Scatterers (CanSAS) took place
in the morning and in the afternoon, respectively.

A two-day satellite workshop on ‘Introductory Training in SAXS/WAXS at
ELETTRA’ was held at the site of the synchrotron ELETTRA (Trieste, Italy) just before
SAS2002. The course, organized by H. Amenitsch, S. Bernstorff, M. Kriechbaum, P.
Laggner and M. Rappolt, consisted of tutorials on modern time-resolved SAXS/WAXS
techniques, practical measurements on a laboratory SWAX camera, and an introduction
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Figure 1
Geographical breakdown of SAS2002 participants.

to the corresponding data treatment procedures on computers.
Students from Brazil, USA and several European countries
participated.

|
k

Figure 2
SAS participants during a break from the meeting.

Manuscripts of the papers contained in this Proceedings
issue were submitted during and up to about one month after
the conference. More than 150 manuscripts were submitted to
the refereeing procedure. Thanks to the precious help of about
300 scientists and researchers (some of them reviewed more
than one manuscript) it was possible for the Guest Editors to
complete the scientific evaluation by February 2003.

The organizers thank also the Guest Editors for their tire-
less work in managing the review and in editing the 107
accepted contributions in this special issue of the Journal of
Applied Crystallography. Special thanks go to G. Kostorz, the
Editor, and P. R. Strickland, the Managing Editor, for their
patience and dedication.

During the conference the participants were asked to
express their preferences with regard to the next SAS
conference and it was decided that the next International
Conference on Small-Angle Scattering will be held in Japan in
2006.

Special thanks are expressed to all the members of the
Local Organizing Committee, who did their very best to
ensure that we enjoyed their wonderful city.

Finally, we would like to thank again all the participants for
their scientific contribution, competence and enthusiasm.

Arrivederci in Japan!
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